Production Report

Friday 9th and Saturday 10th March 2018, Hamdon Community Arts Project

SPAG’s ﬁrst production of 2018 was ‘Winter Ghosts’. This interactive show, penned by Angela Hodges,
drew upon folklore and local history, interweaving fact and ﬁction to create an evening of storytelling
about the ‘ghosts’ who haunt our village of Stoke-sub-Hamdon.
The production took place in the former United Reform Church (now the Hamdon Community Arts
Project), which provided the perfect atmospheric venue for a night of spooky stories. The two
evenings were designed to attract a wide age range of audience members with children and families
very much at the heart of the entertainment.

On each of the two nights,
two diﬀerent groups of
performers took on the
three main story telling
roles, with apparitions,
sightings of ghosts, sound
eﬀects and atmospheric
lighting, creating the
ghostly accompaniment
to their tales. Audience
participation was a key
element of the whole
dramatic
experience.
Having stirred the ghosts
from their sleep ,everyone
was required to join in

with the Ghost Guardians by ‘blowing
raspberries‘, foot stamping and shouting out to
send the ghosts away.

As previously, the direction of the show was
ably undertaken by Sharon Dance, supported by
Angela Hodges. The majority of rehearsals took
place at the URC and having the ﬂexibility to be
able to access the building the whole of the lead
up to the performances was a great asset. All
parts of the main body of the building were
utilised to provide the ‘surprise’ elements to the
ghostly appearances, keeping the audience in
suspense for the duration of the show.

Special thanks must go to Imelda Leetch and James
Martin who stepped in to provide us with some
dramatic lighting eﬀects, which really helped to create
the ghostly setting. Whilst many of the sound eﬀects
were interwoven with the story telling, Moira Hulett
must also be mentioned for her support in creating
and co-ordinating this activity .

The set was very simple, making
the most of features of the church,
to provide the performance space,
however, the paper and wicker
moon crafted by Anita and Bill
Moores provided a stunning
illuminated centre piece, watching
over the evening’s proceedings as
they unfolded.

Dan Eames expertly made two
cardboard coﬃns, one was
displayed at the entrance, to put
the audience in the mood, one on
the Bier where Simon Hester
played his haunting ﬁddle.

The Fleur de Lis Pub and Stoke Working Men’s club were also kind enough to loan us two chairs,
utilised eﬀectively as part of a focal seated area for the Ghost Guardians to gather and tell their tales.

Promotion, marketing and the Box Oﬃce
was once again taken on by Moira, with
the support of the Charity Shop. Both
evenings attracted good audiences of
between 50 and 70 people. At the end
of each show, the adults and children
were invited to meet the ghosts and
partake in refreshments of wine, soft drinks
and a ‘ﬁnger in a bun’. Our thanks must go
to the local volunteers Denise Burton and
Val Stidson who helped to serve the
refreshments and organise the raﬄe.

It cannot go without mention, that Maria
Eames, who has taken up the mantle of coordinating the response to the closure of the
URC and its potential future usage, was
invaluable in her support for our venture.

Following the production it was agreed that Stoke
Performing Arts Group would make a contribution of
£150.00 to the URC synod from the £180.00 proﬁt
made. As SPAG moves forward with the wonderful
support provided by our community and the Sports and
Recreation Trust, we will be starting to plan our next
project ‘The Memory Stone’ for the Autumn of 2018.
Jeanie Augarde - Producer
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